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UPON 


The BISHOP of London's 
PASTORAL LETTER 


= HE Right Reverend Prelate, 
CEP IE who preſides over this great 
\ Qs | . 22 TA.» 

Metropolis, having publiſh'd 

SER 2 Paſtoral Inſtruction, where- - 
in I apprehend his Lordſhip 
has mitakenthe Caſe in View, and deli- 
ver'd himſelf in a Manner, not ſo con- 
ſiſtent with the antient Truths of the Goſ- 

fel as might have been hoped; That 

mpartiality, and Regard for Truth, which 
induced me to take a ſhare in the late Con- 
7 troverly againſt Dr. TRA PP, lays me un- 
der ſome meaſure of Obligation equally to 
remonſtrate againſt the Bru oe, 


. 1 


3 i 


(4) : 


ſonage of his Lordſhip's Character, and 


Diſtinction, with all the Decency poſ- 


_ fible: Nevertheleſs I muft not accept the 


Perſons of Men, there is a Regard which 


muſt weigh with me to treat the Subject 


in a full and effectual manner. Though 
a Decency be due to Men, a Duty beyond 
this is always due to our great Maſter. 


His Lordſhip's Letter introduce; it's ſelf 
after the manner of Dr. TRA, Dr. 
STEBBING, Dr. SK ERRET, and others, 


under the Form of a Caution or Preſerva- 


tive againſt certain Evils lately ſprung up 
in Religion. It would be thought to 


| {ſtrike at Lukewarmneſs and Enthufiaſm, 


but, as I conceive, is really a palliating 
the preſent Degeneracy of the Age, on the 
one part, and on the other a Calculation 


to ſyppreſs. and overthrow. what is true 


Religion, and original Chriſtianity. If 
heſe Evils be parallel, and equal, as his 
Lorach ſhould. ſem. to have ſet before 
him, whence has he dealt to them with 
ſo unequal an Hand? Two Thirds of his 
Diſcourſe labour againſt poor E nthufiaſm, | 


_ whilſt the Pages that touch upon Luke- 


warmneſs, 


warmneſs, are remarkably ſoft, and far 


from being an adequate Repreſentation on 
that fide of the Queſtion. 


1 
0 
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As to his Lordſhip's middle way in Re- 
ligion, I do not underſtand it. It may 


have a ſhew of Wiſdom and Modera- 
tion, and may agree with the Morality 
of Seneca, or Cicero, but the Goſpel does 
not ſet forth, any thing of this kind. 


Middle Ways, and Neutralities, are po- 


litical, but are generally injurious to 


Truth. © 


His Lordſhip muſt excuſe me too, that 


1 cannot diſcern the Propriety in any 


Senſe of terming Lukewarmneſs an Ex- 


treme in Religion. Coldneſs is ſuch in- 


deed. Lukewarmneſs, in the ordinary 
Idea of the Word, is neither hot nor cold, 
conſequently no Extreme. I ſhould have 
thought his Lordſhip might have diſcern d 
in the Manners of the Age the real Ex- 
treme, without much difficulty; had it 


ſuited to have found it. 


The Paſtoral Caution declares its In- 


tention to be, To ſhew luke warm Chri- 


* ſtians how imperfect à State they are 
Si.“ Surely this Repreſentation of the 
Dan- 
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. ( 6 ) | 5 
Danger of ſuch Perſons is very imperfect, 


and far from being anſwerable to the O- 


caſion, which call'd for it. If I under- 
ſtand it in a right light, it's View is to 
keep the bulk of Mankind in their ordi- 
nary way of Religion, his Lordſhip's 


middle Way, ſecure and unawaken'd; 


without judging it neceſſary to look out 
for Aſſiſtance at the hand of an Itinerant 
and Enthuſiaſt. 


In my humble Opinion, the Depravity 
of the preſent Age, and particularly the 


Tgnorance, and Coldneſs, ſo reigning in 
our Church- Profeſſors, might have met a 


much ſharper Rebuke, if rebuked at all, 
from the Pen of a Dioceſan Prelate. How- 
foever Mr.JWhitefield's Preaching, from va- 
rious inſignificant Circumſtances, ſtands 


condemn'd by the Clergy, I ſtill eſteem it 


an happy Incident ; and that it was ne- 
ceſſary to awaken, and tir up Mankind, 
to ſeek both after new Light, and new 
Manners. It has been evident, all the e- 
loquent and harmonious Preaching of our 
Clergy notwithſtanding, the Age has been 
daily /inking in Vice and Corruption. A 
Reformation has not been effected by 


them; whilſt Mr. Whitefield's Endea- 


vours, 
C OFT 


» W 
++ 2 


7 5 1 
. 
2 

7 


5 
1 


Murder,: 1 
vours, which go upon a quite contrary 
Scheme, have effected it, as I could pro- 


duce ſpecific Inſtances, were it neceſſary, 


in a large and viſible Meaſure. Surely 


our Clergy do not look angry upon his 


Endeayours through any perverſion of 
Self. Intereſt. We muſt not preſume to 


think they are afraid of ſuffering by its 


Conſequences any Diminution of their 
Authority, or Profits. 


A 


In the Letter before me, the firſt Part, 


eight general Conſiderations are propoſed 


for the Cure of Lukewarmneſs. So far as 

theſe Conſiderations are of a moral and 
uſeful Nature, and ſo far as that will go, 
I have no Objection to them. But alas 
was his Lordſhip, from his great Learning 
and Experience, to offer eight thouſand 
Conſiderations, it would all be ineffeQual, 
unleſs the Grace of God ſets in with it, as 
a ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, Moral Argu- 


mentation will never do. It cannot reach 


Men's Affections; it cannot touch the 


Will; or to ſpeak more properly, give us 
a new Will, inſtead of our natural Ob- 
ſtinacy, and Corruption. Vet his Lord- 
ſhip does not mention any Neceſſity of 
ſupernatural Aſſiſtance. He has not been 

N e pleaſed 


(8 )* 
pleaſed to put Mankind. in mind, that 


fuippofing they do arrive at defirable De- 
grees of Righteouſneſs, they are oblig d to 


, 


renounce g/l this human Righteauſneſs ; 

_ (Goodneſs, his Lordſhip calls it, though I 
do not remember it once ſo calbd in the Rf 
Goſpel) and be content to receive the im. 
putation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, inſtead 1 
of it, for Juſtißcatian and Salvation. 


The Paſtoral Letter thinks fit to teach, 
That Men will be accepted and reward- 
ed of God (ſee Page 13th,) according 
* to the Degree and Meaſure of Good- 
© neſs to which they have arrived in this 
« Life.” Whereas, the Liturgy of our 
Church, and particularly the Eleventh of 
- the Thirty Nine Articles, teaches that we | 
are accounted Righteous. before God only for 
the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Fefus 
Chriſt; That is, as TIapprebendit, through 
his perſonal Righteouſneſs, truly and alto- 
gether unexceptionable, imputed and ſet ta 
us, inſtead of our own. His Lordſhip's 
Scheme, and the fame for ſeveral Yeats 
bas been the prevailing Scheme of our 
Clergy, in effect excludes Chriſt, out of the 
Queſtion. His Name is now and then 
brought into a Sermon for Forms _ 


but the Subſtance of their Sermons turns 
upon the View of Perſons being to be 
ſavd by their moral Endeavours. This, _ 
with rejecting the Neceſſity of ſupernatural” 

Aſiſtance, for ſo in the main they do, 
though, when preſs'd, they would ſeem 

on the other ſide; is no better than natu- 
ral Religion, that very natural Religion the 
Clergy themſelves inadvertently complain 
of; cloath'd with Phraſes only ſeemingly 
of a Goſpel-Import, but never #rulyfo: A 
kind of fraudulent Language highly inju- 


rious to Chriſt, which wholly hides his 


Excellency at the ſame time that it ought 
to /hew it. It keeps the Beauty of the 
Goſpel out of Mens fight, Chriſt is no 
Saviour in part. We want him for the 


& whole. Every thing fhort of this is no 


other than Disbelieving. A real Evil lies 
in this modern Scheme, whatſoever is in 
_ Mr.Whitefield's, whether Clergymen preach + 
it through Defgn, or whether through 
Viadvertency. It is weak as to every great 
Purpoſe that ſhould be charg'd upon it. 


Alter all e God 
knows wretched Attainments at beſt, 
then only we attain the true Acceptance, 
when qe believe on him 210 God has 
as „ 


6 
ſent: whom he has anointed, and feal'd, 
for this grand Purpoſe, "os [ 


A Belicver diſavows both bis Virtue, 

| and his Repentance, in the View of Sal 
vation; in which, to what Chriſt has 
done, he is unable to add the leaſt Grain. 
It is oil d by being added to: And what 
is a Cloathing of Man's own Righteouſ- 
neſs in Compariſon of a Cloathing from 
him, whoſe Virtues were pet fect in every 
kind? This ſtands the Teſt of Divine 
Judgment, and is ſuitable to Heaven in- 
deed. If Men will not Submit to receive 
this glorious Gift, ſuch is Uubelief, and 
an Jenorance of the Goſpel, even ina 
Chriſtian Country. 


"This falling away of our Sa Rot 
the Prihiciples of the Reformation has 
been remonſtrated over and over; but 
when it will be amended, or when this 
Inadvertency will be ingenuouſly acknow- 
ledg'd, I cannot take upon me to fay. 
However, it is a Pleaſure to the Friends 
of the Reformation, that numbers of the 
Laity begin to.confider, and ſee. Numbers 
of our Citizens who are not afraid of be- 
Ing a little unpolite, and who dare to 

know, 


„„ f 
know, begin to enquire after and reliſſi 
the original Doctrines of the 7 b 
do not mean by following Mr. Whitefield 
only, but by ſeveral other Means theyare 
taking to come at Truth. I am not at- 
tach'd to the Perſons of Men, or to the 
Diſſenters, for any other Reaſon but be- 
cauſe I think they have the Truth With 


them; and, for aught I diſcern, notwith- 


ſtanding ſome ſmall Conceſſions, or Con- 

ceſſions to ſerve a Purpoſe from the Ec- 

clefiaſtical Quarter, are hkely to have It. 
I mean the Free-Grace Diſſenters. 


Proteſtant Conſiſtency is the Point I 
have ſet out upon. And is always the 
Rule (if a bad one, I am forty for it) fo 
far as my Imperfection will admit both 
of my Judgment, and Eſteem. I have 
ſeen, think at leaſt I have ſeen Inconſiſt- 
ency in our Clergy, not only in Conduct, 
but in the Fundamentals of Religion. In 
caſe the Clergy will not look into this 
Matter, and rectify it, I am abſolutely 
of opinion in oppoſition to all Bigotry, 
that Mankind has a Right to look into it 
themſelves, and to hear the Truth agen 
whatſoever ſpot of Ground they can poſſibly 
| 0 2 -* ·»12⁊ 
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find it. The Goſpel is not confin'd, ex- 


cept with a * to Men or Pla- 
cer. 


moral Doctrines for ſeveral Vears. What 


forth, comparatively to the deſpis d La- 
5 bours of a poor travelling Enthufiaſt ? 
Nothing can reftore the almoſt periſh'd 
Intereſt of Religion. 
' anſiver Infigelity and Deiſin, (natural 
Religion being all on the ſame fide) ex- 
. cept acknowledging the genuine Prin- 
_ Ciples of the Goſpel, and Keeping to them 
when bnd d. Conſiſtency may 
avail much, Inconfiſtency never can. 


I am now coming to the Kenna Part 
of the Paſtoral Inſtruction before me, 
which concerns Enthufia/m. I hope to 


1 Enthuſiaſm, | is in the main the old and 
genuine Doctrine of — | 


It muſt be allow'd by every body, En- 

- Zhufiaſm, where it exiſts, is an Extreme 
in Religion, and ought to be avoided. 
His „ has fill d ſeveral * 3 
is 
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We kink ſeen the | Iriefficacy of mere 
have they done? What have they brought 


Nothing can juſtly 


rove what his Lordſhip is pleas'd to term 


Re... 
his Inſtruction with Quotations' out of 
- Mr.Whitefield's Journal, which he eſteems 
- Proofs that this Perſon is an Eb. 
It is obſervable, theſe Quotations chiefly 
regard Mr. Whitefield's private Opinion 
about particular Incidents ; but what is 
all this, were it much more, to his public 
Do#rines which he juſtly complains to be 
omitted in the Church? His Doctrines of 
Regeneration, and Juſtification, ate not 
- the leſs true for theſe Incidents. They 
are exactly in the Senſe of the Goſpel, 
and ſuch which Mankind ougbt to have 
been appriſed of long fince, elſewhere. 
His general Preaching ' correſponds with 
the Scriptures, and with the Liturgy of 
the ChURCH oF ENGLAND, particular- 
ly with it's Thirty-nine: Articles, taken in ” 
their grammatical and obvious Senſee: 1j 
ſay in their grammatical and obvious 
Senſe. On the / ether hand, there is no 
dealing with Subſcribers who cannot be 
ty' d to any particular Senſe: Such have 
evidently an unhappy Art of explaining 
things away, till there is no proper Mean- 
ing len in em. 5 


- Theſe Docttines Mr. Whitefield keeps 
'to in their original Senſe. And if they 
"I were 


' 


i ( 14 +: | £5 
were true once; in the times of printi- 
tive Chriſtianity, the fame ſupernatu- 

ral Aſſiſtances of God ought to be expect- 

ed equally now; and for ever. It is the 
Inconſiſtency of too many Clergymen, 
and their having departed from the Sim- 
plicity of the Goſpel, which affords the 
greateſt 11 ey to Infidels. 


His Lordſkip remarks on the Head of 
Enthuſiaſm, Page 20, that the extraordi- 
nary Operations of the Spirit of God, by 
which the Apoſtles were enabled to work 
Miracles, and ſpeak with Tongues, have 

ceas d. To this I readily ſubmit; nor 
do I know any Perſon. who makes Pre- 
tenſions to ſuch. His Lordſhip's Account 
here at firſt fight looks ſatisfactory; but 
the Words at the cloſe of his Paragraph, 
are what I except againſt, as implying a 
 Denyal, when ſtrictly examined, even 
of the ordinary Operations, accordin g to 
a known Maxim ; of Things which do 
not appear, and thoſe which do not exiſt, 
the account is the /ame. Let us hear the 
Paragraph through. © The ordinary 
Gifts and Influences of the Spirit, which 
& ſtill continue, are convey'd in a diffe- F 
* rent Manner, and for Ends and Pur- $ 
« poſes j 
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(15 ) 
* poſes of a more private Nature; and 
Besen real and certain in themſelves, 
« are no otherwiſe diſcernible, than by 
« their Fruits and Effects, as theſe appear 
& in the Lives of Chriſtians.” Dr. 
TRAPP, : Dr. STEBBING, and others, re- 
preſent this Caſe in much the ſame Light. 
Dr. TRA indeed ſays, the Operations 
of the Holy Spirit are not diſcernible from 
the Operations of our own Minds. My 
Lord of London does not acknowledge, 
that they are diſcernible in themſelves. 


Now if theſe Operations are not diſer- 
nible in themſelues to experienced, and real 
Chriſtians, eſpecially Miniſters, I ſhould 
be glad to know what Ground or Au- 
thority they have to aſſert the Thing at 
all. There is no Ground for any moral 
Aſſertion, but one of theſe two, Expe- 
rience, or Faith. I preſume our modern 
Clergy will not ſay that they aſſert ſpiri- 
tual Operations only upon Faith. This 
would derogate from their Reputation, 
And, if they acknowledge them as a 

Matter of their own Experience, where- 
fore are they offended at Mr. Whitefield 
for aſſerting ſo ſignal a Privilege of the 
Chriſtian Cillech? ©07N 27 57 Ht i 
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To prove that the Operations 1 1 
Spirit are diſcernible in tbemſelves with 


real Chriſtians (for nominal Ones are out 


of the Queſtion) that is, that ſuch Perſons | 


have a Feeling, and diſtin&t Perception of 
theſe Operations, at times, I ſhall ſurvey. 
the true Senſe of the Scriptures, and the 


Paſhages of our own Liturgy on this ; 


Head, 
My Lord of London has, indeed, him- 


ſelf recited ſeveral Parts of our Liturgy, 


but it is obſervable ſuch ſtrung Paſſages 
are omitted by his Pen (I hope acciden- 


tally) which would have put this Point 


abſolutely out of Diſpute, with * ta 


the Opinion of the Church, 
In the Office of the en of Dea- 


cons, which it is ſomewhat wonderful his 


Lordſhip ſhould overlook, the BISHOoP 
puts an expreſs Queſtion. to the Candi- 
date for Holy Orders, Do you truſt that 


you are moved by the Holy Ghoſt? To which 

the Perſon anſwers (by Experience ſurely) 

I truſt ſo. Iaſk, can a Perſon be moved by 

the Holy Ghoſt, and. not perceive and be 

ſenſible Gs he is mov'd ? Muſt it not be 
| = 
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an Operation upon the SHirit parallel to 
one upon the Body? Now I preſume the ; 
ſame divine Power is as neceſlary to pro- 
duce a (real) Chriſtian, as is neceflary to 
produce a (real) Miniſter. | Again, 


In the Office for the Viſitation of the 
Sick, the Miniſter expreſsly prays; that 
Almighty God would cauſe the Perſon to 
Eno, and FEEL, that there is none other 
Name under Heaven given to Man, in 
whom and through whom he may receive 
Health and Salvation but only the Name 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. ng 


The laſt Paſſage by his Lordſhip omit= 
ted . 8 e 


The 1 7th Article of the Church. | \ . 


Our Election in Chriſt is full of faveet, 
pleaſant, and unſpeakable Comfort to gadly 
as ſuch Perſons, and FEEL in themſelves 


the working of the Spirit of Chrift, 


It appears then plainly that the Liturgy 
acknowledges inward Feelings; conſe- 
quently fo far I have prov'd. the Opera- 

tions of the Spirit diſcernible in them/elves ; 
„ C EL 
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that is, farther r than my Lord 
r 


of London, Dr. Trapp, and others, do al- 
low on the preſent Occaſion. Let Man- 
kind judge who diſſent from the Doc- 
trines of the Church of England. 


But the principal Proof I would offer 
on this Point are the following Scriptures. 


'The Reader will pleaſe to take along with 
him, that the Texts concern the Expe- 


rience of not nominal, but real Chriſtians, 


Rom. viii. 16. The Spirit of God bear- 

eth witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the 
Children of God. I would aſk, can the 
Spirit of God bear 4oztneſs to a Chriſtian, 


and his Teſtimony not be diſcern d? Un- 


leſs diſcern'd, it would be zo Teſtimony 


to him. 
2 Cor. i. 22. Who hath alſo ſealed us, 
and given the Earneſt of the Spirit in our 
Hearts. Can an Earneſt of the Spirit be 
given-in the Heart and the Heart altoge- 
ther inſenſible of it? 6 


2 Cor. xiii. 5, Know you not your own 


ſelves, how that Chrift is in you except 5 
wa NE Te 


0 19 
be Reprobates? Can a Tung be afualy 
known and not diſcerned ? 


1 Cor. ii. 10. But God hath e | 
them unto us by his Spirit. As a natural 
Object revealed to a natural Man is dif- 

cern'd, fo is a ſpiritual Object by a ſpi- 
ritual Man. The Goſpel is der Pr Tor 

ly a Revelation to the Eye, or to 

of Mankind ; until ads to the Spirit it 
is to them no Goſpel at all. Through 
want of conſidering this Caſe much Con- 

fuſion hath attended Men, and many 
— Things are continually paſſing for Reli- 
gion, which are nothing but Formality, 
and Habit. I apprehend, then the Goſ- 
pel commences when a Man believes the 
whole Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as given 
and ſet to him, ——_ of his own. 


2 OR lil, 17. Where the Spirit of * 
Lord is, there is Liberty. The Spirit and 
Conſcience of a Chriſtian, ſoon as he has 
taſted the Riches of Chriſt, are very dif- 
ferent from the Condition of a mere na- 
tural Man, It is deliver'd from Bondage, 
and Terror, touching God's Laws and Fu- 
turity, by perceiving the Sentence of Con- 
demnation cancell'd in the Death of Chriſt, 

>" 20-4 and 


nf 20 Jy. 

and anew Title obtain'd to Heaven by 
an unexceptionable Righteouſneſs which 
cannot fail, There are no JIpors in the 
| Morality of Chriſt, that Title is ſuitable 
to Heaven indecd. Thus are fulfill'd upon 
a Chriſtian all the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 

which are truly rich and precious, he is 
brought into a new Poſture. He ſees 
himſelf in a new Light, and God in a 
new Light, according to the Apoſtle, 7e 
have not receiud the Spirit of Bondage 
again to fear : but ye have received the 


Spirit of Adoption, I we cry, Ab- 
ba, Fatber. | 


* 


1 Pheſſ. i, 5. ww Goſpel came to you 
(real Chriſtians) ot in Word only, but 
alſo in Power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 
and in much Aſſurance. Nominal Chriſ- 
tians have the Word, but others have 


the Power; and by that very et, are 
alive, and ſenſible. 


x Pet. ii. 3. If * be ye have caſted 
that the Kind 4 is gracious. Can any Per- 


{on taſte, and not diſcern that he taſtes? 


Ram. xv, 13. Now the God of Hope 
fill * with all Joy and Peace in be- 


as IN 


* ſaving he that receiveth it. 


1 i lis ain 
lieving, that you may abound in Hope 
through the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Can a Perſon be fill'd with Joy, nay with 


*® all Foy, and not know it? 


Rev. iii. 20. Behold 1 [land at the 


Door and knock: IF any Man (a real 


Chriſtian) hear my Voice, and open the 
Door, I will come in to him, and ſup 
with him, and he with me. If a bodily 
Supper is ſenſible to the natural Man, ſo. 
muſt a ſpiritual Feaſt be to thoſe who have 
a ſpiritual Senſe. There is an Analogy, 


and Sameneſs of Reaſon for the Thing. 


Rev. ii. 17. He that hath an Ear, 


let him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto 


the Churches. To him that overcometh 
(real Chriſtian, who overcomes this 
World by Faith) will I give to eat of 
the hidden Manna, and will give him 
a white Stone, and in the Stone a new 


| Name written, which no Man knoweth, 


This laſt Paſſage ſects the ſpiritual En- 
joyment of a Believer in ſo ſtrong and col- 
lective a Light, that I cannot conceive 
any Mords could have expreſsd it more 

| FE fully. 
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| fully. The Whole can never be explai- 


ned away fairly. Perſons may uſe So- 
phiſtry as much as they pleaſe: There 
are who are capable of evading any thing, 

and who will never loſe Ground, except 
Inch by Inch ; but a diſintereſted and un⸗ 
prejudiced Reader will not, I am perſua- 
ded, require farther Satisfaction, that the 
Scriptures do hold out the Doctrine I am 


contending for A Diſcernment of ſpi- 
ritual Operation, far be it from me to 


ſay at all Times; but as I have ſaid be- 
fore at Times; is the undoubted Portion 
of the real Church in all Ages. Indeed, 
the true Door of Admiſſion into this 
Church, is not Man's Power, but God's 
only. May thoſe who have not been ef- 
fectually admitted yet, in due Time find 
an Entrance! I know none who are ex- 
cluded, whenever the Grace of God ſe- 
parates them from that ſecret Pride which 
is in Nature, and gives them power to be- 
lieve. They will then change their Opinion. 


There appears a Paragraph in the Dio- 
ceſan Letter before me, wherein the Rea- 
der may meet with a Specimen of his 
Lordſhip's Sentiments with regard to the 


Spitit; a very remarkable Specimen, 
when 
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when weigh'd throughly, if I am not 
miſtaken. | 


« We are firmly perſuaded, (fays his 
Lordſhip, Page 26.) in general, that we 
live under the gracious Influence of 


the Holy Spirit, and that he both ex- 


| © cites and enables us to do good. But 
ww cc 


that this or that Thought or Action is 


an Effect of the ſole Motion or im- 


mediate Impulſe of the Spirit, without 
any Co-operation of our own Mind; 


or that-the Holy Spirit, and our natu- 


ral Conceptions, do reſpeQively con- 


tribute to this or that Thought or Ac- 
tion in ſuch a Meaſure, or to ſuch a 
Degree; theſe are things we dare not 


ſay ; both becauſe our Saviour has told 


us, that we know no more of the 
Workings of the Spirit, than we know 


of the Wind, from whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth, and becauſe we 


clearly ſee, that all Pretences to that 
Knowledge, unleſs accompanied with 
the proper Evidences of a divine In- 


ſpiration, would open a Door to end- 


leſs Enthuſiaſm and Deluſion,“ 
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(24) 


Upon this I-obſerve, if his Locaihis : 
demands in the Caſe of Mr. Whitefiel8 


the Evidences' of divine Inſpiration, 


meaning the extraordinary, it is beſide 
the purpoſe. Mr. W. neither claims the 
Thing nor its Evidences. If his Lord- 
ſhip means the Evidences of ordinary In- 
ſpiration, or the Tokens of his miniſte- 
rial Qualification, theſe appear, in my 
Apprehenſion, from his preaching the 
real Truths of the Goſpel, his preaching 


with Power, and from the Regularity 


of his private Life. As to the Evidences 


of the ordinary Working of the Spirit 


in Believers in general, theſe are chiefly 
to a Chriſtian himſelf, which a Stranger 
intermeddles not with. They are alſo 
perceptible in a degree to ſome beſides, 
that is, to real Chriſtians, by Analogy, 

and by Compariſon of Experience. On 
the other hand, there are Perſons in the 
World to whom theſe Evidences are ne- 
ver capable of being repreſented. A na- 
tural Man merely neither underſtands, nor 


believes it, any more than a Man born 


blind does Light or Colours. There is 
no End of ſuch a one's calling for Evi- 


dence. I ſee the Light: at Noon-day; a 


bling 


A. 


| (25); 3 
| blind Perſon asks me what Evidence do 
I give him that I ſee it: 1 anſwer, that 
it is impoſſible for him to receive any, 
while to my ſelf the Light comes atten- 
ded with its own Evidence, nor is it in 
the power of any Argument to make it 
1 than it is in its own Nature. | 
If the Reader pleaſes to read his Lord- 
ſhip's Paragraph once again, I cannot 
help thinking he will look upon it to 
have the Appearance of being an Eva- 
fion, and utter Denial, even of ordinaty 
Operations; 1 ſay, the Appearance, far 
be it from me to charge his Lordſhip 
with not believing the Point, but I could 
wiſh his Acknowledgment of it had been 
more indiſputable. That this or that 
Thought or Action is an Effect of the 
ſole Motion, &c. That the Holy Spirit, 
and our natural Conceptions, do reſpec- 


tively contribute to his or that Thought 


or Action in ſuch a Meaſure, and to ſuch 
a Degree; theſe are things we dare not 
ſay, ſays his Lordſhip. Neither dare I 
ſay that this Account of the Point ren- 
ders his 'Lordſhip's Belief of it irrefra- 
gably plain. Indeed I ſhould have thought 
it the very Picture of Evaſion in all its 
* had it not come from his Lord- 
D > ſhip-- 
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_ our Ignorance of the 
rit's acting, not of the atting i it's ſelf. It 


hip. Yer ery. inconcluſive too is as Rea 
on ; his Lordſhip has given why he dares 
por aſſert any Perceptibility of the Spirit. 
be) Our Saviour has told us, that we know 
no more of the Yorkings of the Spirit, 


1 than we know of the Wind, rom 
« whence it comet h, and whither it go⸗ 


« eh.” This Similitude, which reſpects 


the Operations of the, 72 only * 
anner of the Spi- 


does not at all affect the very atting” 5 
Perceptibilit) „, for, we : perceive the 


Wind in zr's ſelf, not Effetts merely, 


which ought to be the ſole Caſe were our 


modern Divines right in their Parallel; we 
feel it upon our Bodies, and hear the 


Sound thereof. Beſides, with humble 
Submiſſion, I cannot but think his Lords 
ſhip's Argument very, unhappy in another 
reſpe&. True. Our Saviour told Nicade- 


mus ſo, but ſure not Us, not the Maſters 


of our preſent 1ſrael ! 
His Lordſbip has thought | ft, from the 


27th to the 37th page to range in Order 
{ah number of Quotations out of. Mr, 
Whitefield" s Journal; with an Inſinua- 


tion, that theſe Paſſages are each of them 
Proofs of this Perſon! s Enthuſiaſm. 
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Upon uppoſition Mr. IW. ſhould be 
enthaſiaſtical or .miſled in ome Inſtan- 
ces; this by no means affects the Truth 


3 of his principal Dodrines; which is the 


Point I ſtand upon: But 1 do not pet 
geive in the Quotations referr'd to, any 
Inſtance of the kind his Lordſhip. per- 
ceives, provided they be read e 
and without Prejudice. His Lordſhip a 
| pears offended that Mr. IF. ſhould con. 
 ceive himſelf to have a ſpecial and imme. 
diate Miſſion from God, that he ſpeaks 
of his Preaching as the ſole Work 5 4 
Divine Power, and that he boaſts of 
the Effects of his Preaching as what are 
Fade by the Holy Ghoſt. To which 
I anſwer; In my apprehenſion, (and I 
think [have conſider d it throughly) ever 
real Miniſter, not a nominal one 54051 
has a ſpecial, and immediate Miſſion 
from God. Every real Minifter does 
preach by the Divine Power, and the 
good Effects of ſuch Preaching are ſeen 
in the Improvement and Reformation Cf 
their Auditors. Theſe evidence a Com- 
miſſion from God, howſoever he Pul⸗ 
pit be deny d by Men: And whoſoever, 
ire Fe Miniſter, N with 


„ ek 


- . 28 \ 
much Fruits of ſaving Efficacy, has a bet: 
ter Commiſſion (if I, though no Methq- 
diſt, am not an Enthuſiaſt too) than an 
Impoſition of Hands merely, or a Roll of 


Parchment, from all the Biſhops in the 
Wee. . 


It is range Nd Letter ſhould 


Jofi inuate, under its eighth Remark on 


the Journal, that Mr. Whitefi-ld is offe- 


ring a new Goſpel, unknown to the Ge- 


nerality of Miniſters and People in a 
Chriſtian- Country. If the Doctrines are 
unknown, tis plain againſt the Letter, 
that the Clerg oy have omitted for ſome 


Time to preach them; and that their pre- 


cat Conceſſions are temporary to ſup- 
port their Reputation. He offers the old 


Soſpel, and the Clergy (not he) have 


taken up a new one., The ingenuous | 
part of Mankind begin to -be ſenſible | 


that ſuch is the Caſe. "Rk who are con- 


vinc'd that the Diſtinction i is juſt between 
nominal Chriſtians, and real, do know, 
that an Ignorance of the Goſpel in the 


preſent Age is no Wonder at all. And 


this may afford a Key to the Caſe of Mr. 
Seward s Converſion.. The Biſhop, (page 
93d, and — — great Surprise 
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(29) 
it Mr. Abiteßelds Suppbiltion; ling? not. 
X withſtanding his moral Deportment for 
many Years, and publick Profeſſion, of 
= Chriſt, he had but /ately obtain d any ſav- 
ing Knowledge of him. The Matter is 
no more than this, Mr. Seward had been | 


4 
5 
3 


* N „ 1 
"ot . 7 MES, 
NE MEE 
= Crt RIS; 
rr 
1 


0 ne; he had not before felt the Power 
ſof the Holy Spirit, nor had ſubmitted to 
4 receive the abſolute Righteouſneſs of 


(Chriſt, as his only Confidence for Salva- N 
tion. 


Ek 4 | HisLordihip s that Me Abit. 1 
cd (for fo 1 apprehend he will admit 
K by underſtanding it) ſuggeſts, as if the 
slick Service and Offices of the Church 
4 8 Were defective about Regeneration. 
= $5 the Suggeſtion is not ſuch; we 
Wuggeſt that the Liturgy is in favour of 
3 Inis Doctrine; but what does all this avail, 
ben the Clergy of the Church are de. 
ective in preaching it up? This is the 
rue State of the Matter. As to his Lord- 
thip's Hope, that the Generality of the 
Llergy are not defeQive ; Hope is a very _ 
Fentle Term, and conſidering the Occa- 
ion, I had almoſt ſaid an evaſive one, 
et an Eccleſiaſtical Diſorder be ever ſo 
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/ maintaining the gutien 57 Proteſta nt D oc: | 4 
trines, but for along Trac of Years they have | 9 


| they cannot. ee own lo ouch. | 3 


muſt Mankind ſay to this ambiguous | 


they take the Conduct into their Hand ,and | 7 


a the Meeting: Hopfes | in, the Kingdom 1 


Church from its own Principles, the Nerf 
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great, it is yery difficult to have it plai 
e i; Main deſir d not to be ſo. * 


Witnecdes and Proofs cap be projghs 
withour number, that the Generality of 0 


mogernClergy axe not only detective as N 4 


even pręach'd canfrat to them. Indeę 


They are now deyilipg a kind of mide 
way to divert its,” appearing. But wha | 


Conduct! What will they ſay, when 3 


Py 


1 
h * 


weigh it well! Is his the way to con. i 
fute Infidels * Is this the Way to bring 4 | 
ayer & mhiſmaticks, or fill gur Churches, 
at preſent ſo thin in many Places as ſcarce 6 4 

worthy to be call'd Congregations? Muſt 1 
it not rather tend to fill, and that Ju 


- Concerning this falling away of the 


der may ſee farther, if he pleaſes, 3 "ol | 
Pamphlet ſome time ſince publiſh 7 
me, entitled, e upon the © . 
* . the ng J- Rar to Fc 60 | 

a aſtora 
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Faith alone, and SanHfication by tlie 


18 1 | Sf piritz yet. unhappily, as I apprehend, 
9 preſently explains them away as thus 


But 1 hope (ſays his Lordſhif ) hen 
your Niners Preach to you the Doc- 


1 [of 3 of Regeneration They do not 


„ and inwardly. felt at the very time.” 


tell you that it muſt be 7nZantancous, 


3 
I am ſenſible theſe Words, at the very 


* 1 lime, ſeem to be a Salvo, and are ſomie- 
© 1 8 ries true with fegard to the firſt A& of 
Regeneration, but his Lordfhip i no where 


Ways WER, Feelin 55 s are to be found at 
| c 


fore declared the O- 


Pn any time : He has 
We perations in his O 7 71 to be My dil 


are” cernible by. her E ets. [S TSee 28 20. 
„Fo in 8 to the I 7 I of. uſtifica- 


N88 Zion by 


aith alone, his Lord. ip again 


a hopes (Page 47.) that Miniſters 2x 14472 it 
- ,in ſuch a manner, as to make Works a 
” 8 "eceſſary Cond! ton of their being * d 


kes in the fight of God. 


1 beg le to obſcive; AO to 
the final Direction here laid down, Mi- 


niſters and People are to believe Regene. 
vation, and not believe it. They are to 


talk 


talk, of Faith alone, that i is,. Chrilt 5 ac 
tive and paſſive Obedience, for Fuſtifica- : 
lion, and yet it muſt got be alone; it 


4 


muſt be by Works, our Works, alſo : not 


only abſolutely contraty to the Scheme 


of the Goſpel, but, ſeriouſly conſider d, 
Even, fo the ee i of Words. 


$i 


God Works: arc not a Condiitich' of = 
Juſtification, | for then. Chriſt could notbe 


the alone Ground, and Author of it, 
which is ever fri to be aſſerted, With 
Regard to Chriſt's Glory, and becauſe of 
the common Inadvertency Mankind are 
ſo ſubject toon this Head. Indeed they are 
the Duty of a Chriſtian : And why is not 
4s ſufficient ? Mr. Whitefield does tight, 


in my Opinion, to make Perſons deſpair 


about being fay'd in an meaſure by 
Works, this is the only way of bringin 

them to believe, and underſtand, the Gol. 
pel. ' Morality will i be found in all 
true Believers, though upon a neu and 
different Foundation; a. Foundation of 
Thankfulneſs and Gratitude. ' Ant inomi · 


dh is an ignorant Slander. The ſame 


ivine Power which enables them to be- 
lieve, will produce every! kind of Morality 
| | In 
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3 2 35 "4 | 
in Benn abs, and will not ſuffer then 
to negle& the Law of Righteouſneſs; 


though bumanly ſpeaking theit Will 
thould ſtand that Way: 7 godd Works 


: Y 4 good in theit Place; but they have Th 


nothing 1046 in the Aﬀair of F Fuſtified- 


Lion, that having ever been 2 ot: 
ready by Feſis Chrift: ſettled and finiſh'd 


before our Works wete wtoiight; cithet - 


good or. Bad and our Concetn for the 


whole Beauty of the Goſpel, fequires 4 


firitf Aettiun of it. 


| Would Clet tgymeti bs evalificht it 
their ! hot aſſetting; and by 20d 
by dverthrowing, the World 'might ha 
hopt. This ſaying and #uniſaying it 
ligion appeat'd-remarKkably in Dr: Tharr 
and others 3, afid o ſpeak 9 15 1d 


not ſte the Prolpebt tri anhehaled Jet: 


11 we have Church-Afticles, 284 Stan! 
Gard of Docttitie, why are they hot kept 
74? If they are not kep t to; but ednti- 
tually explat#'4 daß, why do certain 

erſonis conſtatitly inſiſt upon 4 Chufrh- 

feabliſhient, and too matiy (l am not 
tharging my wh of Landon with this) 
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1 all Mankind Diſſenters excopy = 
themſelves ; nor would even permit a T. 
eration, could they avoid it, whilſt 
M are really Foe * _ 155 
fers“ | 


throughout 1 this 


muſt and for fall. 


Re” 


1 am not an dt for Mr. White: 


tereſt, for any Reaſon but as they main- 
tain the old Truths, and are thorough 


Proteſtants. I have a firm Averſion to 
Arbitrary Power, whether in the State 
or in the Church, and can ſincerely ſay, . 
ro ſupport Truth, not ſtrictly Mr. White- 


feld, or any M has been 2 ie 
& 4 fy 4 


troverſy. 


Such who are Fijendi to Elterty, will ; 
find it. equally neceſſary to be Friends 


to the Principles of the Reformation, 1 
am always of Opinion, Proteſtant Li- 
berty, and Proteftant religious Truths, 
are cloſely link'd together, nd together 


The Reformation can only ſubſil, and 


8 by auriſh, by the Principles it began upon: 


very "Ay elle in "Tome Shape or other 


dueach 


Feld, or Miniſters of the uneſtabliſt'd In- 
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tends to Poper , 
falſe Policy in the World, an 


val A Learning, and a wiſta ? » Wiſdom 2 
except Enie will bear Ex : 


amination. 
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